THE STATE OF WYOM NG
JI' M GERI NGER

GOVERNOR
Department of Environnental Quality
Her schl er Bui | di ng * 122 West 25th Street * Cheyenne, Woni ng 82002
ADM NI STRATI ON ABANDONED M NES AR QUALITY | NDUSTRI AL SI TI NG LAND QUALI TY SOLI D & HAZARDOUS WASTE WATER QUALI TY
(307) 777-7758 (307) 777-6145 (307) 777-7391 (307) 777-7368 (307) 777-7756 (307) 777-7752 (307) 777-7781
FAX 777-7682 FAX 634-0799 FAX 777-5616 FAX 777-6937 FAX 634-0799 FAX 777-5973 FAX 777-5973

April 20, 1998

Al Pierson, State Director
Bureau of Land Managenent
5353 Yel | owst one Road
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Dear M. Pierson:

There have been inquiries concerning what the Wom ng Depart nent of
Environnental Quality is looking for in terms of a format for an acceptable
wat ershed plan. |In response to that inquiry | have enclosed an outline that
shoul d hel p provi de sone gui dance.

The wat ershed pl anning process is a framework that addresses the process or
procedure for coordinating activities-frompublic outreach to strategic

nmoni toring and assessnent to integrated management. There is no single,
correct nethod for devel oping a watershed plan. The process will be different
for each watershed due to differences in resources, watershed condition,
relative inpact of various pollutant sources, and watershed goals, and
objectives. It is critical that the plan be designed specifically for each
wat er shed. The process encl osed gives sonme basic el enents that should be
covered in the planning process and resultant plan but the degree of
addressing the elements Is contingent upon your needs and goal s.

It is the Departnent's desire that the watershed planning process be locally
led and that we will be avail able for counsel where |ocal stakeholders wish to
develop a plan to address inpaired water bodies. |In any case the plan wll
need to be approved by the state and EPA

If there are any questions or concerns, after review ng the attachnent, on
what a wat ershed plan should contain please contact Chuck Harnish at
307-777-6372.

Si ncerely,

Gary Beach

Adm ni strator, WD

GB: ks 81264.1tr

encl osure
cc: Bruce Zander
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Recommended Conponents of a Local Watershed Pl anni ng Process

Ref: DEQ s Continuing Planning Process (CPP), dated Novenber 7, 1997

Forma Steering Committee to gui de the devel opnent of the watershed plan

St akehol ders on steering committee should normally consist of |oca
governnents, nunicipal wastewater treatnent, rural |andowners, federa
| and managenent agenci es, resource managenment agenci es,
conservation/environnental interest groups, and |large industries that
affect water quality.

Conduct outreach and scoping to identify goals and determ ne needs of
wat ershed plan. Educate stakehol ders, and obtain training where necessary.

Characterize the Watershed Unit:

Define | ogi cal exterior boundaries of watershed planning unit and
devel op appropri ate mappi ng.

Devel op a data collection and Q¥ QC plan. Jack Smth of DEQ
(307-332-3144) may be contacted for conformance with DEQ s net hods
and schedul i ng.

Col | ect and anal yze water quality and flow data to define conditions of
wat er shed

Identify inpaired water bodies or water bodies at threat of inpairnment.

Devel op a Managenent Pl an

For inpaired water bodies on the 303d |list or water bodies that nmay be
at threat, develop a watershed inplenentation plan designed to elimnate
or reduce sources of inpairments and threats.

The i npl enentati on plan needs to include a schedule to achieve critica
m | est ones, measure progress, and provi de reasonabl e assurance

that continuous inprovenents will be made in the

i mpai red/at threat water body(s).

Devel opnent of the plan must include opportunity for public coment,
i ncl udi ng opportunity for DEQ SEO and \WADC to comment on the draft
pl an.

VWhere Listed Water bodies are involved, submt final Minagenent Plan to DEQ
for acceptance:

Plan nay be submitted for adoption as a TMDL for purposes of delisting
the water body, or

Plan may be subnitted as a watershed inplenentation plan, in which case
the water body will remain on the 303d Iist and will be assigned a | ow
priority for TMDL devel opment.

| mpl ement Managenent Pl an and nonitor progress.

Steering Committee reports progress to |ocal stakeholders and DEQ on an
annual basis, where |isted water bodies or inplenentation of TMDLs are
i nvol ved.



