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The Bureau of Land Management is honored and proud of its outstanding 2004 Legends 
Honoree, Stan Bales, Outdoor Recreation Planner from the Eagle Lake Field Office, 
Susanville, California of the BLM’s California State Office. With more than two decades 
of public service, Stan Bales has distinguished himself in Northeastern California by 
always involving a wide array of public groups and organizations in projects that have 
conserved natural resources, expanded recreation opportunities, improved tourism, and 
enhanced the quality of life for residents in several rural California communities. Honest, 
open, and frequent communication has been a hallmark of Mr. Bales’ work in 
Northeastern California, particularly in his commitment to creating partnerships at all 
levels to foster conservation of natural, historic, and cultural resources. 
 
The nationally recognized Bizz Johnson National Recreation Trail owes its existence to 
the dedicated hard work of Stan Bales.  Since the abandonment of the railroad in the late 
1970s, Stan worked tirelessly to build a community coalition which resulted in a rails to 
trails conversion that has been a model for community partnerships and rail-trail 
conversions across the Nation.  Stan was instrumental in creating the community-based 
non-profit group that has preserved and restored the City of Susanville’s historical 
railroad depot.  The depot is now a famous landmark to acquire inside information from 
the “locals” at the eastern terminus of the 26-mile Bizz Johnson National Recreation 
Trail. 
 
The key to the BLM’s success in this region of Northern California is Stan’s relentless 
pursuit of building and expanding partnerships with government agencies, businesses, 
organizations, private landowners, and Tribes.  Building on the success of the Bizz 
Johnson National Recreation Trail, Stan provided his time and expertise to community 
efforts to develop a regional trails master plan and a management plan for the Susanville 
Ranch Park, adjacent to the City of Susanville.  He collaborated with the local school 
system to incorporate Bizz Johnson Trail outings as a component of the students’ study of 
local history and ecology.  Stan has coordinated numerous trail clean-ups and 
improvement projects with volunteers from the local schools, youth groups, charities, and 
sporting groups.   
 
Stan used his consultation and consensus-building skills to involve the community in 
creating an off-highway vehicle area that reduced motorcycle and four-wheel-drive 
recreation impacts on private property.  Because of fears about noise and other adverse 
impacts, community leaders were initially opposed to the project.  Stan remained 
personally involved in the negotiations and implemented the technical review team 
approach where community residents were directly involved in the planning and the  
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development of the recreation site.  Today, many community businesses are benefiting 
from the motorcycle recreationists traveling throughout the region to use this Fort Sage 
Recreation Area.  The community technical review team continues to advise the BLM on 
trail management and maintenance, as well as assists in monitoring the area for any 
environmental problems by providing adaptive management approaches, such as  re-
routing the trail, closing trail segments, and developing trail loops and new trail sections.  
These adaptive management approaches have been successful in reducing environmental 
impacts while providing rewarding recreational experiences for motorized users, while 
continuing to protect adjacent private property.   
 
Stan continues to be a strong advocate of involving the multi-faceted citizen advisory 
councils in the BLM’s conservation mission.  In the 1980s, he was the key staff person in 
the former Susanville District Advisory Council’s recommendations on wilderness 
policy.  In the 1990s, the Northeast California Resource Advisory Council provided the 
BLM with guidelines for off-highway vehicle management and the use of recreation fees.  
In the current decade, Stan has involved the Council in a new proposal to “rail bank” an 
85-mile, two country rail line now in the abandonment process. 
 
Stan Bales is an enthusiastic ambassador for the proper use of the BLM public lands.  
From working with private landowners, to providing information to the Secretary of the 
Interior, Stan consistently exhibits professionalism and foresight.   His continued and 
tireless efforts for the BLM public lands, the Eagle Lake Field Office, and his colleagues 
and friends have won him high praise from Government officials, recreation, travel, and 
tourism industry leaders, and from those who use and enjoy America’s public land 
recreation heritage.   
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