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Sigtanable Development Ba
wital concept in managng
natural resources on public
lands. To elearly communicats
Lo our employess andthe
public how we manage
mineral resoUmes, we
published a bulletin,
“Suptainable Dewslopment
and s Influeree on Mdining
Operations on Federal Lancs-#
Cormersation in Plain
language.”

Simce produetion af that
deumant, owr gowemment
participated in the Workd
Surmmit on Sustanable
Develpmentin
lchannasburg, South &frica, in
Sapternber 202, At the close
of the Summit, Secretary
Pl of the United States,
along with 192 other
cowntries, adopted the Plan of
Implemnentation, which
aubstantiallyaldresses
mining, mineraks, andmetaks.
The sustainability priciples
cxpressed are universally
applicableto minerals
atiities on lands

adrministercd by the EL and
Forest Senvice. Moresser,
these basic corcepts of
balareing enwironmental,
social, and econcmic aspects,
snvircnmental skevarckhip,
and stakeholder participation
are ones we have embraced in
aur agencis.

Faragraph 46 of the Plan of
Implementation states:

“Téhining, minerals and metak
are important to the economic
and secial desselopment of
many cantries. Flineraks are
essential for modem living.
Enharcing the comribution of
mning minerals and metaks
Lo sustainable development
inchides wtions at all kel
Lo

{a) Support efforts 1o address
the environmental, economic,
health, and sccialimpacts and
benefits of mining, mnerak
and metak throughout their
life cle, neludling workars’
health and safety, and use a
range of par merships,

furthering existing activities
at the national and
ntarnational levels among
ntaeded Gommmants,
ntargowernmental
organizations, mining
companies and workers and
ather dakeholclers to promote
transpararey and

excoun tability for sustainable
minng and mnerak
development;

(i) Enhaneethe participstion
of stakeholders, imcluding
lcal and indigenous
communitigs and women, o
play an active rale in mineraks,
metak and mning
development throughout the
life cles of mining
operations, inciding after
closure for rehabilitation
purposes, naccordance with
national requlations and
taking nito escount significant
transboundary impacts;

{c} Fostar suetainable mining
preetices through the
proision of fnandal,
technical and capacity-

building spport
desseloping countries and
tounTtries with economiesin
transition, for the mining and
processirg of mnerak,
inchding small-scale mining,
and, where possible and
appropriate, improee vake-
added processing, upgrade
scientific and technolagical
information arel reclaim and
rehabilitate degracled sites.”

We heartily enderse the Plan
of Implamentation signed at
the World Sumimit on
Sustainable Development. We
will continue & implement
the Mining and Minerals
PFalicy At of 1970, whersin
Congress dedlared that the
United States should have a
strong domestic mining
industry and reclaim these
impacts created by mining
related activities,

It is impartant thatwe
torsider paragraph 46 and
tha Minng and Minemals
PFalicy Act nourplanning
and management decisions.

Dale Bosworth, Chief
Forest Service




