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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Among
BIA - BLM - O5M

MANAGEMENT OF COAL MINING ON INDIAN LANDS

Article A - INTRODUCTION

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) provides the procedures for cooperation and
coordination among the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA}), the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and
the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) for the management of coal mining
and exploration on Indian lands in the western United States. It replaces the MOU signed by the
Assistant Secretary for Energy and Minerals on May B, 1980, and the Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Indian Affairs on May 1, 1980, entitled "Memorandum of Understanding, BIA-GS-O5M,
Management of Coal Mining on Indian Lands." This MOU provides a reference framework and
procedural arrangements by which the BIA, BLM, and OSM will carry out their functions and
responsibilities that must be coordinated for coal operations on Indian lands (see definition).

The principals to this MOU recognize the role of Indian Tribes as coal owners and governing entities
having basic authorities and responsibilities for the development and adiministration of Indian resource
programs. It recognizes the lead role of the BIA representing the Secretary in the Federal-Indian trust
relationship and consultation with the Indian mineral owners. [t also recognizes O5M's role as the
regulatory authority with respect to surface coal mining and reclamation operations and BLM's
authority to administer operational aspects of exploration, development, and production on Indian
lands.

This MOU discusses only the coordination and consultation necessary among three Department of the
Interior bureaus related to coal mining on Indian lands. It does not specifically address all the
notifications, coordination and consultation that must take place between each specific bureau and the
Tribal governments and Indian mineral or surface owners, Such activities are conducted by each
bureau in accordance with its regulations, policies, and internal procedures. The framework of
responsibilities and procedures set forth are those that would normally occur on Indian lands within
a reservation boundary, Outside a reservation boundary, the complex patterns of Indian and non
Indian ownership of surface and/or mineral rights may require some modifications of the standard
procedures set forth in this MOU. These unusual or unigue situations will be resolved on a case-by-
case basis according to the general principles set forth in the MOU.

This MOU will be supplemented and amended as legislation, court rulings, and modified regulations
may require, and as Indian mineral owners become more involved in the coal management program.
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Article B - DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS  (Specific to the purposes of this MOLU)

Allotted Lands: means lands allocated to an individual Indian owner and held in Trust for him and his heirs
by the Secretary of the Interior.

Applicant: means any person, operator, proprietorship, parmership, corporation, or business association
seeking a prospecting permit, lease, minerals agreement, contract, or mining permit/mining plan approval.

Authorized Officer: means any employee of the Bureau of Land Management authorized by law or by lawful
delegation of authority to perform the duties described in 25 CFR Parts 211 and 225 and in 43 CFR Part 3430,

m: means the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs,

Area Director: means the Bureau of Indian Affairs Official in charge of an Arca Office.

 BLM: means the United States Bureau of Land Management,

: means a detailed plan developed in accordance with 25 CFR Part 216 submitted to and
approved by BLM under a prospecting permit or minerals agreement approved by BIA in accordance with 25
CFR Parts 211, 212, and 225.

Indian Lands: (as defined within the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA)) means
all lands, including mineral interests, within the exterior boundaries of any Federal Indian reservation,
notwithstanding the issuance of any patent, and including rights-of-way, and all lands including mineral
interests held in trust for or supervised by an Indian Tribe.

Indian Mineral Owner: means (1) any individual Indian or Alaska native person who owns land or mineral
interests in land the title to which is held in trust by the United States or is subject 10 a restriction against
alienation imposed by the United States, or (2) any Indian tribe, band, native, pueblo, community, rancheria,
colony, or other group which owns land or mineral interest in land the title to which is held in trust by the
United States or is subject o a restriction against alienation imposed by the United States, This definition does
not include owners of lands patented to a village or regional corporation pursuant 1o the Alaska Mative Claims
Setlement Act, P.L. 92-203,

Indian Surface Owner: means (1) any individual Indian or Alaska native person who owns an interest in the
surface estate of land the title to which is held in trust by the United States or is subject (o a restriction agamst
alienation imposed by the United States, or (2) any Indian tribe, band, native, pueblo, community, rancheria,
colony, or other group which owns an interest in the surface estate of land the title to which is held in trust
by the United States or is subject to a restriction against alienation imposed by the United States. This definition
does not include owners of lands patented to a village or regional corporation pursuant to the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act, P.L. 92-203.

Minerals Agreement: means any agreement, permir, license, contract or lease entered into pursuant to 25 CFR
Parts 211, 212 and 225, the Act of May 11, 1938, the Act of March 3, 1908 and the Indian Mineral
Development Act of 1982 and other acts pertaining to mineral development on Indian lands; authorizing coal
mining and reclamation operations, as approved by BIA.
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Minerals Agreement Area: means the area within the minerals agreement houndaries which is delineated on
mincrals agreement maps, as approved by the BIA.

ingrals Agres alommans - means a bond approved in consultation with BLM and administered
by BIA by which a permittee or operator assures faithful performance of all the provisions of a BLA approved
minerals agreement, lease, or prospecting permit as set forth in 25 CFR Parts 211, 212, 216, or 223.

Mining Plan: means the complete plan submitted to BLM relating to the development, production, and recovery
of coal resources as required by 25 CFR Parts 216 and 225, and minerals agreement provisions. This is the same
mining plan referred to as item 3 in the definition of Permit Application Package below.

Mining Supervisor: As used in 25 CFR Parts 211, 212, and 216 this term means the authorized officer or his
designee of the BLM.

MEPA: means the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended.

Operator (Contractor): means a person, proprictorship, partnership, corporation, or business association which
is authorized to conduct exploration or mining activities on Indian lands.

O5M: means the United States Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement.

Permit Application Package (PAP): means a proposal, submitted to (5M by an applicant, to conduct surface
coal mining and reclamation operations on Indian lands and includes: (1) an application for a SMCRA permit,
SMOCRA permit revision, or SMCRA permit renewal; (2) all the infermation required by SMCRA under 30CFR
Part 750; {3) the mining plan or mining plan modifications required under 25 CFR Parts 2 16 and 225; (4) all the
information required by minerals agreement provisions; and. (5) all information reqquired by other applicable laws
and regulations

Prospecting Permit: means an authorization in accordance with 25 CFR Parts 211, 2 12, 216, 0r 225 to conduct
coal exploration activities wpon Indian lands prior to BIA approval of a minerals agreement.

SMCRA: means the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (PL 95-87), as amended.

SMCRA Performance Bond: means a bond approved and administered by (5M by which an operator or
contractor assures faithful performance of all the reclamation and/or environmental protection requirements of
the approved SMCRA permit and other envirenmental requirements as set forth in 30 CFR Part 750

SMCRA Permit: means a permit issued by OSM to conduct surface coal mining and reclamation operations on
Indian lands pursuant to 30 CFR Part T50.

SMCRA Permit Area: means that area specifically approved by OSM within which surface coal mining and
reclamation operations on Indian lands are condected pursuant o 30 CFR Part 750,

Superintendent: As used in 25 CFR Parts 211, 212, and 216 this term means the superintendent or other of ficer
of the BIA having jurisdiction, under delegated authority, over the lands involved.
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DUTY Bla BLM O5M TG REMARKS

L ACTIONS BEFORE ISSUANCE OF A BIA AFPROVED MINERALS
AGREEMENT.

©0SM has no regulatory role but may recommend specific data be collected that
would be required in the permit applcation packoge (PAF) or curnulative
hydrologic impact assessment in association with anticipated mining activities

4. Exploration Operations Under 2 Prospecting Permt.

BLM MO WO-320-2003%

|.  Provide technical assistance to Indian mineral owner in preparation of | ] 0 BLM BIA normally receives the prospecting permit applicasion and/or request for
%M assistance from the Indman mineral owner(s). BIA provides copies of the

prospecting permal.
application to BLM and O5M of the action witkin 30 days of receipt of roquest of

applscanon.

1 Provide complisnee with NEPA reguirermenls 5 O 0 BLM  Upon request, BLM and O5M will assist BIA.

1, Approve of disopprove prospecling permul. 5 O 0 BIA may consult a5 appropriate with BLM prior to permit approval. Establishes
mincrals agreement performance bond and provides BLM with copies of the
prospecting permal within 30 days of approval

4 Provide assistance o the mineral owner in evaluating exploration  J 1 L4 BLM will assist BIA.

plans
5. Approve or disspprove the exploration plan. 0 F 0 BIA  BLM consults with BLA before approving the exploratiea plan
DEM
6. Provide regulatory oversight of exploration operanions O F O BLM consults with BIA about sctivitics related to surface management

BLM issues notice and reinspects after the time provided to cure the
noncompliance. BLM notifies BIA and the Indian mineral owner of the Motice of

I onooempd RS,

7. lssue Motice of Noncompliance should operator fail 1o comply with the O F 0
termes or conditions of an approved Exploration Plan.

1 F  MEANS THAT THE DESIGSATED BUREAL 15 RESPONSIBLE FIH THE FINAL ACTION AFTER SOREMALLY -DOCLURRING CONSULTATION WITH OTHER BUREALS ANDADR INDIAN SUSNERALSURFACE OWNERS, A

WEITTRN RESPONSE 15 REGUIRED FROM THE CONSULTED BUREAUS.
J  MIEANS THAT THE DESIGNATED BUREAUS HAVE JUaNT (SHARFD) RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SFECIFIEDR LTI DR PROCEDNRE (CONCURRENCE RECUIRED )
O MEANS TIAT THE DESIGNATED BIREAL IS RESPONSELE IN A CONSULTING, CONTRIEL Y OR SUFPORTING BOLE (CTOPERATIVE ROLE), BUT HAS MO DIRECT O FINAL RESFUNSIBILITY FOR THE SPECIFIED

FROC EIM RES G AT,
% MEANS THAT THE DESIGNATED BEUREAL HAS SOLE RESPONSIBILITY FONR ACTION. MO CONSULTATION 15 REQUIRED.
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8. lssue Notice of Noncompliance should operator fail 1o comply withthe F

terms of conditions of an approved Exploraien Permst

Eiﬁ!l!iiiﬁ&?gg.
BLM may provide technical assistance to the BIA for these Notices of

Honcompliance.
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4. Approve sbandonment of exploranon operations O F 0 BlaA  Consults with BIA befiore approval
05k
10, Terminaie prospeciing permit and release minerals agreemest F 0 a] BLM  Consuls with BLM before ierminsiion
performance band 058
BUREAL
RESFONSIBILITY
DIST.
UTY Bla BLM 0OS5M TO REMARES
B. Mincrals Agreerment l3suance. At this siage the Indian mineral owner and the applicant will enter inte 2 manerals
agreement, subject 10 approval by BILA_
1. 1M L& Agrocrments
a. BIA, BLM and O5M provide technical astagtance, consisient 1 1 i ALL  BLM, BlA and of requested, QOSM_ provide assistance to the Indian minerz| owner
with their expertise and 1o the extent of available resouwrces, to the in the course of negotating, evaluating, and preparing ranerals agreement terms,
mineral owner during mineral owner negotiation of the minerals stipulahons, and condibions
agreemen? under IMIDA. BLM's technical assiszanee o @ Tribe
consisis of reviewing the existing geologic data for the specific anea
idenrified for the agreement 1o determine the adequacy of the data
andl b estimate the Fair market valee of the deposit. BLM may also
provide information fof wse in NEgOating AFTEEMENT Provisions
based on s expertise with leases on Federal kand.
This review is meeded in order for the Secretary to make an informed determination
b. BlA will coordinate the review of the draft agreemend for the F 0 [n] BLM  of whether to approve the drafl minerals agreement. It is an inherently Federal
Department within the 150 day tane-frame established in the and fimnction
regulations. BLA and 058 will provide an evaluaton, consestent M
with their expertise and the extent of available resources, of the
negadiabed terms af the agreement o BLA.
2. 190% and 1938 leasing acts:; [y F 0 BlA and
BLM provides appraizal information and bond recommendation 1o O5M
BlA for leazes under the 1909 and 1938 leasing acts
3. Assure the apreement complies with NEPA requirements prios 19 F 0 0 BlA will consult with BLM and OSM in the preparation of required NEPA
approval docwments
]



4, Approve or disapprove the minerals agreement executed by themineral 5 0O O BLM  Copies provided opon approval.
owner and the applicant. OEM
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=l ACTIONS AND AFFROVALS AFTER ISS5UANCE OF A BIA

— APFROYELD MINERALS AGREEMENT.

=]

“ A Applicatons and Actrons Not Related to Rights Ciranted by the BIA processes applications on Indian lands overlving Indian coal, subject 1o a
ML BlA approved Minerals Agreement manerals agreement, for uses nod related 1o the recovery of coal (e.g., grazing,

_”__.._.w.n._m._".__..w. rights of way, $and and gravel, etc.) before approving nom-minerals
agreement nelated use or capital improvements

1. Receive application for land wse or occupancy on F 0 O BLM  Copies within 30 calendar days of receipt.

minerals agreement lands. O5M
. Approve, disapprove, or conditionally approve the F 0 O BLM BLM and OS5M provide recommendations to BIA on potential conflicts wath
applicalion. O8M  surface coal maning and reclarmanon within 30 days of recerpt of the application.
L. Explosation Operations Under 2 BlIA Approved Minerals
h_..m:-ﬁ_._..__.._.._
1 Receive the exploration plan from the applicant Q b O Bla  Addional explosation work under a minerals agreement is conchected under an
(58 exploraton plan spproved by BLM. If a SMORA permit has been issued,
responsibilitics and procedures are those set forth in Section [1LB. (below).

2 Request intcragency participation. Q F 0 If requested, OSM identifies specinl datn that could be required in a PAP. BlA
rraakes recormmendations after consultation with Tribal and individual Incdian
mineral and surface owners.

1 Conduct a field exarmnarion of the area of the ] 0 BLM nodifies BLA and OSM of the time and place of the joint field exammaten

cuploration plan

4. Prepare required NEPA docusmems. 0 F O BlA and if requested, OSM, cooperate in the preparation of documents required by
NEPA

Approve, dispprove or conditionally approve the O F O BlA  BLM consuls with BIA prior 1o approval or disapproval
gxploration plan 5M
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6. Supervise exploration and reclamstion operations under the approved
plan. approved plan
= =
7. Conduct final sbandonment inspection(s) of the area of exploration Bla and Indian mineral owner participate i the final inspection(s) and make
OpEratiens. recommendations o requined.
B Approve reclamation of the anes of exploranon operations. BIA  BLM consults with BIA prior 1 approval.
OsM
4. Approve abandonment of area of exploration operations Bla BLM approves abandonment of operations in consubtation with BLA and Indian
O5M  mineral owmer,
C. SMCREA Permir [zsuance and Mining Plan Approval.
I.  Reccive PAP which includes the mining plan from operator. BlA  OSM transmits copies to BIA, BLM and Tribe®. BIA notifies individual Indian
BLM  mineral and surface owners of receipt of the PAP
2. Identily peincipals responsible for interagency coondination and Each bareau will identify a principal as point of contact responsmble for mteragency
COTpersion. cooperation and notify the others within 10 calendar days of receipt af the PAP.
3. Review the SMCRA  permit  application for  sdministrative 058 will detenmmine the  adminigranive completeness of the SMCEA permit
completeness application,
4. Interagency PAP conference{s) Upon request an interagency (BIA-BLM-05M) conference(s) will be held,
including the Tribe
5. MNotify applicant of deficiencies in administrative completensss. Bla  OSM will provide copies of any deficiency letters to BIA, BLM, Tribe and ather
BLM  Federal agencies.
i Receive, disinbute 2nd review applicant’s submatials moresponse io BlA
administrative completeness deficiencies. BLM

2 UNDER THE CURRENT REGULATORY SCHEME DS WoU LD %Ly DEAL WITH TRIBES. ANY CODRDINATION WITH INDIVIDUAL INDANS WOULD BE CONDUCTED BY BIA.

4
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7. lssue notice of administrative completeness review siage ioapplicant. QO O 5 BIA  Send copics of notification to BIA, BLM, and Tribe.
BLM

E Conduct o technical review of the PAF for compliznce with SMOCRA O O F BlA, BLM, Trnbe, and other Federal agencies will review the PAF and provide
requirements comments to OSM within 30 calendar days of OSM declaring the SMCRA permit

application administratively complete.

0, Motify applicant of specific technical deficiencies. o O 5 BIA  Include sppropriste deficiencics identified by BIA, BLM, Tribe and ather Federal

BLM  agencies

10, Receive, distribute and review applicants respomse to technical © O 5 BLM  BIA, BLM, Tribe, and other Federal agencies will review the applicant's response
deficiencies Bla  and provide comements within 30 calendar days.

11, Assure carnpliance with NEPA requiremenis fizr the rruime ._w_._.wn. which (O F oy OSM and BLM wall be cooperanng Hﬂmﬂ_n-ﬂm .n—_._.._.m_._ﬂ the ﬂqﬂﬂﬂhﬂhr_ﬂ_ of the NEPA
addresses coal development, production, resource recovery and documents. BLM will have lead responsibility for issues related to coal resource
protection. recovery and protection

12, Assure compliance with NEPA reguirements for the SMCRA permat. 2 0] F 05M and BLM will be cooperating agencies during the preparation of the NEPA

documents. DSM wnll have lead responsibiliny for issues related to SMCRA-
related reclamation and post mining band use issues.

13. Conduet technical review of the mining plan which addresses coal () F 0 BLM consalts with BLA, Tribe, and OSM during the review and prior fo approval
development, production, resource recovery ind protection of the mining plan. BIA and Tribe provide comments and recommendations to

BLM within 45 calendsr days of receipt of the mining plan. (58 provides
comments and recommendations 1o BLM conceming SMURA requiremenits
pertaining o the mining plan

14 lssue written notification 1o applicant to approve, disapprove, or O 5 0O BIA  BLM provides BIA, Tribe, OSM, and other Federal agencies with copies of the
canditicnally approve the mining plan OSM  decision. BIA motifics individual Indizn mineral and surface owners of the

decrmon

15 lssue writien nolification o applicant of the completion of the O © 5 BlA  OSM fumishes copics of notification to BIA, BLM, Tribe and other Federal
icchmical review stage and approve, disapprove, or condronally BLM  apencies. BIA notifies individual Indian mineral and surface owners. (OSM's
approve the SMCRA permit application. decizion on the permit application occurs after BLM s decision on the maning plan

I, Dsgue a SMOCRA permit o o0 5 BIA  OSM provides copies of permit, decision documents and NEPA docurmentation o

BLM BIA, BLM, Tribe, and other Federal agencies
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I ACTIONS AFTER SMCRA PERMIT AND MINING PLAN APPROVALS.

A Changes to SMCEA PermivPAP andior Mining Plan.

In accordance with 30 CFR Part 750, OSM initiates revizions andfor O

receives applications for SMCRA penmit reneweal, revision, transfer,
sale or assignment and opproves, disapproves of conditomally
approves these applications

gE

OSM receives and the ications. OSM sends a copy of the

cati BLM, Tribe, and wiher Foderal agencics. BIA, BLM, Tribe,
and other Federal ies will respond within 30 days with comments and‘or
concerns. If a modifcation to the mining plan is necessary, and the operator has
oot submitted one, BLM will E..._unr._.## o Jomt smte visits will be
conducied by the bureaus when appropriabe. occasion, (SM may determine
that field conditions or other circumstances require an expedited review and a
decision fora it reviston application. DSM will mmediately contact the BLA,
BLM and the Tribe (by phone or Bax) 1o make appropriate arangements. On these
pccasions, O5M will make every atiempt to ensure that the ather burcaus are
pr y briefed and involved and as follow-up will provide all parties with a copy
of the writen decision and docurmentation

In scoordance with 2% CFR Paris 211, 216 and 225, BLM initintesand O
o1 receives miming plan medifications and approves, disopproves or
condinionally approves these applucations.

Bl
OEM

BLM receives and processes the modifications. BLM sends a copy of the proposed
maodification to BIA, O5M, Tribe and other Federal agencies. BIA, O5M, Tribe,
and other Federal bureaws respond wathin 30 days with comments and‘or conoems.
[f a revision o the SMCRA perrmal is necessary, and the operator has nat subenitted
one, OSM will advise the operator. Joint site visits will be conducted by the
huresus when appropriate. On oocasion, BLM may determine that field condations
or other circumrEIances reguire an expedited review and a decision for a miming
plan modificarion. BLM will immediately contact the BLA, OSM and the Tribe (by
phone or fax) 1o make appropriate amangements. On these occasions, BLM will
make every oo emsure that the other buresus are properly briefed and
invoheed and as follow-up will provide all parties with a copy of the wniften
decision and decustenanion.

ploration Operations - SMURA Permit Area

Exploration within a SMCRA permil arca 0

8 F

Exploration operations are conducted as approved in the SMCRA permit

Approval of Exploration Plans outside 3 SMOEA permmit arca 0

mnwuuuun_: Plans for operations outside a SMCRA permit area are approved by
BLM in consultation with BIA and OSM. Procedures are these in Section | A or
Section [LB. (above), as appropriabe.
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V. ABANDONMENT OF OFERATIONS, RELEASE OF SMORA
FERFORMANCE BOND AND TERMINATION OF A MINERALS

BLM MOU WO-320-2003-0

AGREEMENT. o SR gl oo i R :
T — ————

A.  Receive and transmit the operator’s application to sbandon operations O F (4] BlA  BLM provides copées of abandonment plan to BIA and OSM within 30 calendar
required under 25 CFR Parts 216 and 223, OSM  days of receipt. BIA will notify the Indian mineral/surface owmers.

B, Armange for inmial interagency abandonment inspection required under 25 O F (4] BLM arranges for participation of BLA, O5M, and the Indian mineral owner(s) in
CFR Paris 216 and 225, the abandenment inspection.

. Ewvnluate the proposed abandonment plan required under 25 CFR Parts 216 O F 0 After consultation with Indian mineral'surface cwners BIA  provides
amd 225 recommendations o BLM. BLM evaluates coal resource recovery and protection

of any remaining coal aganst the standards m the approvved mine plan

D. Conduct an interim inspection of the records and arca within the minerals O F 0 BlA  BLM provides BIA, OSM and the Indian mineral owner with written notificstion
agreerment and determine ifthe coal prodisction requirements have been met. O5M  that the operator has complied wath the production requirements of the agreement,

E.  Approve abandonement of operations required under 25 CFR Parts 2l6and O F O BlA  Alber interom mspection and consultation with BIA and the Indian mineral owner
335, (5M BLM certifies that the coal has been removed as deseribed in the appeoved plan.
BLM notifies the operator, BLA, Indian mineral owner and 05M of approval

F. Reccive operamor's applicaton for rebease of reclamation SMOCRA O 0 g BlA  Copics will be provided within 30 days.
performance bond (or phase of bond). . BLM

L. For SMCRA performance bond, conduct joint inspection of ihe permitarea 0 O F 5M arranges for joint inspection in cooperation with the operator, BIA, BLM,
Trhal and surface owners. BLA notifies the individual Indian sierface owners.
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ADMINISTRATION

- the roles of the BLA, BLM, and OSM with respect to the applicable regulations
211, 212, 216, and 225; 30 CFR Part 750) and Secretarial Order No. 3087,
ing of the Department of the Interior Minerals Management Functions”
sement of coal operations on Indian lands. In the event of a conflict, the
'_miﬂmriﬁes cited in any permit, lease, contract, or minerals agreement shall prevail

=t, within the statutory and regulatory requirements, generally on behalf of owners
an lands and specifically on behalfof the Indian owners of allotted land held in trust
eretary and where practicable will represent their interest in accordance with 25
arts 211, 212, 216, and 225, To this end, BLA will be the point of contact with the

‘and others for all other actions not related to the SMCRA permit or mining plan
;unluda but not be limited to the minerals agreement, lease, minerals agreement
-¢ bond, rentals, royalties, grazing permits, rights-of-way, existing structures, sale
mment of lease, etc.

LM .wlll provide the normal point of contact for the operator and all others for coal
yelopment, production, and resource recovery (mining plan) as outlined in 25 CFR Parts
1 ﬁ* 2, 216, 225; 30 CFR Part 750}, and minerals agreement terms and conditions.

4 will provide the normal point of contact for the operator and all others for PAP
ibmittal, review, and approval, for the environmental aspects of the PAP as outlined in 30
FR Part 750; and for compliance with the approved SMCRA permit.

The BLA, BLM, and OSM will assume joint and continuing responsibility for the interagency
~ information exchange and appropriate communication necessary to the discharge of their
~ individual and collective responstbilities in the management of the mining of coal on Indian
lands. To this end, the burcaus will:

a. Hold examinations or meetings with applicants, operators, contractors, Indian
mineral owners, Indian surface owners, and other involved parties 1o discuss
problems, stipulations, conditions, working agreements, and other items of common
concern. Each bureau that 15 a party to this MOU will notify the other(s) of such
examination and/or meetings and invite participation to the extent appropriate and
reasonable,

b. Immediately notify the other parties to this MOU of any agreements or Indian
self-determination contracts negotiated to perform any responsibilities outlined in this
MOU pursuant to the Indian Self-Determination Act (Public Law 93-638). Such
notification shall specifically identify the MOU responsibilities affected by the
agreements or  self-determination contracts and delineate the cffects of the
agreements on these responsibilities. Notification procedures shall be the same for
modifications to or terminations of any existing agreements or self-determination
contracts, The other parties shall adjust their coordination activities lo facilitate the
terms of these agreements. Since these agreements are subject to change periodically

15
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and the ultimate responsibilities remain with the Federal agencies, no modifications
of the MOU document shall result from these agreements.

§ Create a Coordination Team composed of two members each from BIA, BLM, and CSM.
The Team will:

a. Conduct examinations of reclamation projects as appropriate.
b, Meet at least annually, and as required, to review this MOU and make
recommendations or changes to meet current Department or Bureau policies, laws,

and regulations.

¢. Resolve differences among OSM, BIA, or BLM conceming procedures set forth in
this MOLI.

d. Consider and act upon proposed modifications to this MOU submitted at any time
by any party to this MOL

6. This MOU shall remain in effect until superseded or canceled by mutual agreement of the
participants.

7

Diate

tv Commissioner, Indian Allairs

.-"'.. _'-
> ] =t 4 )
af

Mrector, Burean

Lapd Management Date

LAY
Date
APR 8 2002
sistant Secretary Date

n Affairs

W . Y al— 10-29_0x
Assistant Secretary Date
Land and Minerals Management
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