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March 8, 2004
Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2004-042
(Expires:  09/30/2005)

To:
 
AFOs

Attention:  
Outdoor Recreation Planners

From:

State Director

Subject:
Cost Recovery for Special Recreation Permits

Program Area:  Special Recreation Permits/Cost Recovery Regulations

Purpose:  To initiate outreach regarding cost recovery regulations.

Background:  A final rule updating the regulations for recreation permits on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) public lands was issued on October 1, 2002.  The final rule highlighted the cost recovery requirements for issuing recreation permits along with several other changes to the regulations (Handbook H-2930-1, October 7, 2003).  To assist the public in becoming informed and knowledgeable about how these changes might affect them, Utah BLM is launching a concerted effort to communicate the requirements and thresholds for cost recovery permits.

Based on a successful pilot outreach effort in March of 2003 by the Salt Lake Field Office (SLFO) the Utah State Office has determined that a similar effort across the State is important and necessary to serve the needs of public land recreationists.  The SLFO issued a news release, sent a letter to all current and potential permittees, and held a public meeting to help them understand cost recovery regulations, new permit requirements, and how to apply for a special recreation permit.  Those in attendance expressed their gratitude for the opportunity to meet recreation staff and obtain a better understanding of all permit changes including how cost recovery regulations might affect them.

Policy/Action:  In order to familiarize BLM permittees, recreation users, local, state, and government agencies, neighboring federal agencies, and other local government agencies with the new special recreation permit and cost recovery regulations, field offices are requested to communicate the changes to stakeholders in writing or you may also consider holding a public meeting similar to the meeting conducted by the Salt Lake Field Office.  The SLFO has already fulfilled this request and does not need to take further action.

The Utah State Office will notify state level contacts, including and in addition the new regulations and thresholds will be posted on the Utah BLM website, along with questions and answers, a list of field office and state office contacts, the statewide cost recovery policy, and examples of the type of events which may require a permit subject to cost recovery.

Attached is a sample news release, letter, and meeting agenda for your use in conducting outreach.

Time Frame:  Outreach plans should be in place and implemented no later than mid-April.

Budget Impact:  Minimal for mailings.  Public meetings will entail additional personnel expense and possibly space rental.

Contact:  Field Offices are requested to notify Suzanne Garcia in the Utah State Office of the method and date of their outreach efforts.  Questions concerning this IM can be addressed to Suzanne.
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