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As indicated in Washington Office Instruction Memorandum No. 2004-179 (attached), the BLM and the Public Lands Council (PLC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on January 30, 2004. This MOU initiates a Cooperative Rangeland Monitoring Program between PLC and the BLM.  This Utah Instruction Memorandum transmits the WO Instruction Memorandum, clarifies the reporting requirements and further defines the cooperative monitoring program.

All Field Offices should comply with the requirements of the attached Washington Office IM including mailing of the attached letter and MOU to all permittees within their offices.  If the Field Offices so desire they can include a cover letter which can provide Brent Tanner’s name as the Utah State PLC contact. Brent is the Executive Vice President of the Utah Cattlemen’s Association and his number is (801) 355-5748.
Each Field Office should keep a list of permittees who show interest in participating in the program.  This list of permittee names should be provided to the Utah State Office through Larry Lichthardt, no later than close of business August 19, 2004.  In addition, since the MOU requires yearly reporting to the PLC regarding cooperative monitoring, the Field Offices should track, by permittee name and allotment number, any cooperative monitoring efforts that are accomplished each year. This information will be requested by the Utah State Office each year prior to the Public Lands Council’s spring conference.
Many allotments are already cooperatively monitored and these efforts should continue and the permittee involved should be included on the list of names submitted to the State Office on August 19, 2004.  Cooperative monitoring will normally begin with the permittee indicating a willingness to participate.  BLM staff will coordinate with the interested permittee with regards to monitoring of the allotment and develop an Allotment Monitoring Plan as outlined in Appendix A to the MOU. Existing cooperative monitoring efforts should also be documented in an Allotment Monitoring Plan if no other documentation is available.

After development of the Allotment Monitoring Plan the permittee may then conduct the monitoring themselves, hire a consultant to collect the data or assist the BLM with data collection. In any case, as long as the permittee is involved in the collection of the data, they would be considered as participating in the Cooperative Monitoring Program. The permittee may not be available every day the allotment is monitored but they should be an involved partner that has spent at least a day participating in monitoring data collection on each allotment reported. As required by the MOU the Field Offices should supply copies of any monitoring evaluations to the cooperating permittee. 
Range Management Specialists and Field Office Managers are to work at identifying permittees that are willing to cooperatively monitor their allotments. This can be done through daily meetings with the permittee or during regularly held producer meetings. All permittees that show interest in the cooperative monitoring of allotments should be contacted and monitoring programs developed as appropriate. The PLC will be asking each State PLC lead to identify five to ten permittees interested in the program and the Field Offices are asked to follow up with these permittees.
Even though the MOU with the Public Lands Council focuses on permittee involvement in the monitoring of allotments, other interested parties are not excluded from cooperatively monitoring grazing allotments with the BLM or the permittee. 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Larry Lichthardt at (801) 539-4168.
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