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Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2003-082
(Expires:  09/30/2004)

To:

AFOs
From:

State Director
Subject:
Sustaining Working Landscapes (SWL) Policy Development
As you are aware, the Bureau is moving forward with the Sustaining Working Landscapes Initiative.  However, there have been changes in the strategy based on public comments and feedback from the Resource Advisory Councils (RACs).  At this time, no draft policy will be developed and the timeline for policy development will be delayed until the rule making process is substantially completed.  As a result, no draft policy or policy guidance is being provided to the public or the RACs as initially planned.  More details of the revised strategy is included in WO Instruction Memorandun No. 2003-214 and the “Sustaining Working Landscapes Initiative - An Overview” documents package, which are attached.  The document package is intended to help in developing feedback and comments, not as a document to review and comment on.
The RACs particularly are being asked to provide advice and recommendations to BLM on the objectives and direction of the SWL Initiative.  The Utah RAC has scheduled a meeting on September 9-10, 2003 at the Airport Hilton in Salt Lake City to discuss the SWL Initiative.  The public will be given the opportunity to provide comments at that meeting.  The State Office has prepared a letter to Stakeholders inviting their attendance and participation.  The letter has been sent to those on the State Office master SWL mailing list (copy attached) as was done in April.  We are requesting that Field Offices send copies of the letter to permittees and other publics.  A copy of the Stakeholder letter is attached.  The letter identifies the Field Offices as a point of contact to obtain copies of the “Sustaining Working Landscapes Initiative - An Overview” documents.  Each office should have the document package available for distribution on a request basis.
Field Offices also are requested to provide feedback and comments on the SWL Initiative.  Please review the “Sustaining Working Landscapes Initiative - An Overview” documents and provide your comments and feedback on the objectives and direction of the SWL Initiative to the State Office by October 30, 2003.  Send your comments either electronically or hard copy to Larry Lichthardt at the State Office.
If you have any questions regarding the SWL Initiative and strategy, contact Larry Lichthardt at (801) 539-4168 or Verlin Smith at (801) 539-4055.
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