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The Department of Interior has designated the week of April 14-18, 2003 as a department-wide Safety Day.  The theme for this year is Safe and Secure.  The Bureau of Land Management will participate in this Safety Day in a wide variety of ways.  Each office should set aside time during the week for safety related activities that will increase safety awareness in your office.  You may choose to have one full day of activities, or have one shorter activity for several days during the week.  An post action report of your activity should be sent to this office within a week of the conclusion of your activity.  Coordinate with your Wellness Committee to develop activities.  Some suggestions for activities include:

- conduct a mock disaster drill to implement your Continuity of Operations Plan 

- conduct a bicycle, ATV, or truck rodeo where drivers demonstrate their skill in maneuvering through cones set up on a course, to include backing and proper loading; include free vehicle or bike safety inspections

- discuss aerobic activity, safe exercise, proper lifting, etc.

- conduct refresher training for fire extinguishers, chain saws, boating safety, first aid, CPR, blood borne pathogens, horse safety, ATV, safe lifting, evacuation procedures, defensive driving, filling out accident reports, confined space entry, etc.

- plan a picnic and discuss safe food handling, nutrition, food allergies; demonstrate how to treat a choking victim, first aid for bee stings, sprains, hot weather injuries, etc.

· hike a BLM trail to update any safety messages on trail markers and kiosks; use risk management to identify hazards during a tailgate session before the hike and ensure everyone is prepared
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- have a health care professional provide information and screen for skin cancer, hearing loss, diabetes, etc.

- have a Clean Sweep day to dispose of hazardous wastes, update MSDS lists, and conduct HAZCOM training; discuss household use of chemical products and protective clothing

- conduct respiratory protection fit testing for respirator users

- conduct vehicle safety inspections and 4 –wheel drive training

- conduct ergonomic reviews of facilities

Past successful activities in Utah offices have included a safety poster contest for children of employees, picnics with boating safety classes, and office clean up days with classes in safe lifting.  Poster contest winners could be awarded prizes like savings bonds and the posters could be used throughout the year to remind employees of one of the reasons safety is important - families.

For other suggestions on how to conduct your Safety Day activities, please see the DOI web site: 

http://safetynet.smis.doi.gov/doiwideA.htm

Since the Salt Lake Field Office and the Utah State Office will have a CASHE audit during this week, those offices should plan to have Safety Day activities on an alternate date in April.  For further information please contact Kathy Greer at (801) 539-4176. 
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