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As you are aware, Mr. Jim Bowns is working for the Utah Bureau of Land Management (BLM) as an intermittent employee under an Intergovernmental Personnel Act Agreement in a position of Senior Advisor to the Deputy State Director, Division of Natural Resources.  His first assignment will be to review and evaluate rangeland data collection and monitoring procedures and evaluation methods in the state.  With Jim’s assistance, a review of the rangeland monitoring program in the state is being initiated.

Jim will be the key person leading the monitoring review.  An important element of the review will be field office visits to discuss the monitoring program with the range staffs and other specialists involved in monitoring data collection, evaluation, and application.  Field office visits will be scheduled beginning in late January.  Larry Lichthardt and/or Verlin Smith will be contacting each field office to schedule dates and times for the visits, except the Richfield Field Office, which has already been visited.

To help you better understand the purpose of the review and prepare for the field office visits, the following objectives of the monitoring review have been identified and will be used to guide the discussion with each office.

1. Determine where we are at with rangeland monitoring in Utah BLM.

2. Identify current guidance and policy for monitoring in Utah BLM.

3. Identify the strengths and weakness of rangeland monitoring in Utah BLM.

4. Assess how well our current monitoring and evaluation methods support range decisions and legal challenges.

5. Develop recommendations for change. Or no change? 

6. Determine if more statewide consistency is needed.

7. Identify training needed and develop training opportunities.
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As you can see from the objectives, the review will be looking at what methods are used to collect monitoring data, and how the data is analyzed and used in evaluations and making range and other resource decisions.  Most of the information will come from discussions at field office visits.  In addition, any files field offices have available that are examples of how monitoring information flows through the process from data collection to analysis, and how the monitoring information is used to make decisions will be helpful and offices are encouraged to bring them to the meetings.

If you have any questions, please contact Larry Lichthardt (801) 539-4168 or Verlin Smith  (801) 539-4055.
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