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Clearance of Backlog Cultural Resource Reports in Conformance with Utah Protocol with State Historic Preservation Officer 
DD: 01/06/2003
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Utah is working closely with the Utah State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) on the Utah Protocol Agreement.  As you know, this agreement streamlines our activities carried out on most public lands in Utah in compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act.  Meeting the terms and provisions of the Utah Protocol is a priority.

Part IV.A.1 of the agreement calls for elimination of all “backlog” documentation existing in BLM files within 12 months of Protocol implementation.  For most Field Offices, backlog elimination entails submitting reports to SHPO for all projects outstanding at the time the Protocol was signed.  This would include projects where cultural resources work was completed but not submitted to SHPO, and would also include projects that moved forward while the cultural resources work was in process.

Elimination of the backlog documentation is a condition of continuing Field Office certification to work under the Protocol.  Since our backlog was not completely cleared by March 7, 2002, the Utah State Office is notifying the SHPO’s office in writing with a proposed plan and schedule for completing this work.

Each Field Office is required to inform the Utah State Office of the status of  backlogs in writing, no later than Close Of Business (COB) January 6, 2003.   If there is no applicable backlog, please provide this information in writing.   If there is, or was a backlog which has been or will be eliminated by January 1, 2003, submit a brief statement describing the backlog and what efforts were taken to assure elimination.   Any Field Office which will be unable to clear its backlog is required 

to submit a formal plan, with a schedule, for eliminating this backlog.  Again, this information must be received in the State Office no later than COB January 6, 2003.  The information will be consolidated at the State Office for submission to SHPO.

Please contact Julie McGee or Garth Portillo at the State Office if you have any questions. 
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