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Information Bulletin No. UT 2004-045:

To:

AFO’s
From:

State Director

Subject:
National Fire Plan Project Design and Consultation Process Training

Managers from the interagency management team overseeing the National Fire Plan Project Design and Consultation Process (Fire Process) are announcing training sessions on the use of this Process.  For a general description of what the Fire Process is designed to do, please visit the web address www.or.blm.gov/fcp.

The intended audience for these training sessions is planners, fire/fuels staff, biologists, botanists, ID Team members, and any others who plan, design, or assess fire plan related projects.  The Fire Process is designed to assist with species effects analysis, as well as provide recommendations to reduce project effects early in project planning to help speed up project implementation.

We strongly encourage field units who are engaged in National Fire Plan or Healthy Forests Initiative projects to use this Fire Process to assist in both designing your project and analyzing the effects of your project on listed species or other species of concern.  Although the Counterpart Regulations will allow the Forest Service and BLM to do projects that do not adversely affect listed species without concurrence from the Fish and Wildlife Service or NOAA Fisheries, effects analyses are still required to meet the Endangered Species Act.  Many of these analyses are contained within the Fire Process and we believe it will be a valuable tool to assist in implementing the Counterpart Regulations.

Six training sessions are scheduled for this spring and early summer.  Please see the attached for details on locations and training requirements.  If you are interested in attending, please return the attached registration form.

Technical questions about the Fire Plan Process or the training content should be addressed to Sue Livingston, 503-231-6179, sue_livingston@fws.gov or Charley Rains, 208-378-5696, 
charley.rains@noaa.gov.  Questions regarding registration and training accommodations should be addressed to Teresa Stein, teresa.stein@noaa.gov or Betty Webb, betty.webb@noaa.gov, 208-378-5696.
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National Fire Plan Project Design and Consultation Process

Training session requirements, locations, and dates

Session requirements

This training will be a hands-on workshop using computers to access the Fire Plan Process website and learn how to locate and use the information found on the site.  All students need to bring a laptop computer with the following capabilities:

· CD Rom drive

· Windows 2000, 2002 or XP operating system 

· A web browser (either Netscape or Windows Explorer)

· Microsoft Word 2000 or better

· Adobe Acrobat reader version 5.0 or better (6.0 preferred)

If you want to make arrangements to share a laptop with someone else attending the same training session, you may do so. However, we strongly recommend a maximum of two people per computer so as not to diminish your learning opportunity.

Session locations and dates

All training sessions will go from approximately noon to 5:00 on the first day, and from 8:00 until approximately 3:30 on the second day.  Training sessions will be located in the following cities:

April 12-13 in Spokane, Washington. Please see additional information below for the Spokane session!
April 28-29 in Salt Lake City, Utah

May 4-5 in Boise, Idaho

May 11-12 in Portland, Oregon

June 2-3 in Reno, Nevada

June 15-16 in Missoula, Montana

Training facility location and lodging information will be FAXED to students after they register.  Students will be responsible for making their own lodging arrangements.  For those training sites that are located at hotels, please make your lodging arrangements at that hotel and use the accompanying code when you book your room so that we can receive credit for our facility use. 

Additional information for the Spokane session

If you are registering for the Spokane session, please make your hotel reservations immediately.  The training will be located at the Red Lion at the Park, 1-800-733-5466.  To save costs on the meeting room use, please request the USDA Forest Service - Northern Rockies special conference rate when making your reservations.  Upon receiving your registration, we will FAX your registration confirmation and additional information, but please do not wait to receive this before making your hotel reservations.

National Fire Plan Project Design and Consultation Process

Training Sessions Registration

Classes are limited to 40 participants – so register early!!

Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 

Agency:  ____________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________ 

Fax Number: ________________________________________________________ 

Select which training session you plan to attend.  Sessions start at about noon on the first day, ending about 3:30 on the second day.

· April 12-13 in Spokane, Washington

· April 28-29 in Salt Lake City, Utah

· May 4-5 in Boise, Idaho

· May 11-12 in Portland, Oregon

· June 2-3 in Reno, Nevada

· June 15-16 in Missoula, Montana

Please send completed registration forms to Teresa Stein teresa.stein@noaa.gov or 

Betty Webb betty.webb@noaa.gov at 10215 W. Emerald St., Suite 180 Boise, Idaho 83704 or Fax to 208-378-5699.

Class registration confirmations and meeting logistics will be faxed to you.






