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From Director, National Applied Resource Sciences Center
Subject: Soil Quality Test Kit Cuide

Attached for your information is a copy of the Soil Quality Test
Kit Cuide.

Soil quality is generally assessed by neasuring a m ni nrum data
set of soil properties to evaluate the soil’s ability to perform
basic functions (i.e., maintaining productivity, regulating and
partitioning water and solute flow, filtering and buffering
organi c pollutants, and storing and cycling nutrients.

Thi s gui de describes a set of selected field procedures to

eval uate sonme of the physical, chem cal, and biol ogical
properties of soils that affect these soil functions. Section |
provides a |ist of supplies and instructions for conducting a
nunber of on-site tests to access soil quality. Section |

provi des background and interpretive information for each test
described in Section I|.

This Soil Quality Test Kit Guide is a dynam c docunent with
enphasi s on cropl and; however, the tests are also adaptable to
rangel ands. Future additions will incorporate additional tests
and interpretive information tailored to rangel ands.

Pl ease note the information sheet stapled to the inside cover of
the Guide. This CGuide is a part of the Rangeland Soil Quality/
Heal th Not ebook and should be filed with it.



Addi ti onal copies of the Guide are available. |f you have any
questions, please contact Al Anen at 303-236-0154 or e-mail

al an_anmen@!| m gov.
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