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As you are probably aware, we are on schedule to finish
mcrofilmng of historical cadastral survey notes and plats for
Woming in the fall of 1997. The conpletion of this task is the
final phase of filmng in a project that has taken approximately
20 years to acconplish. In 1995, the BLM eval uated sever al
potential options of preserving cadastral records in the future
and di scussed the transition of the project office. The Final
Report on the "Service Center Mapping Sci ences and M crographics
Revi ew, " dated July 31, 1995, -comonly known as the Cul p Report-
contai ned a series of recommendati ons whi ch were subsequently
approved by the Director. This report along with a subsequent
Nat i onal Applies Resource Sciences Center (NARSC) | nplenentation
Pl an provided that "the states will be notified of the inpending
transition, giving themthe opportunity to assess their needs to
performthe required maintenance in FY 98." Considering all of
this, we now are at a point where we have to nake severa
deci si ons.

Qur prelimnary thoughts were discussed at a national neeting of
the Cadastral Survey Chiefs when they net in Denver on Novenber
18, 1996. Based on this presentation and the discussion that

foll owed we have devel oped a questionnaire (see attached) and ask
that you conplete this as soon as possible. Responses received
by February 7, 1997 wll be considered in devel opi ng our final
transition plan.



| f you have any questions pl ease call

Betty Ril ey, M crographics

Proj ect Manager, at (303) 236-6357 or John Matis, G oup

Supervi sor RS-150, at (303) 236-1613.

Si gned by:

Lee Bar kow,

Director, National Applied
Resource Sci ences Center
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M crographics Transition Questionnaire - January 10, 1997

Shoul d NARSC continue the function of capturing and
preserving cadastral records as a service to the State
Ofices and BLM? (This includes filmng, duplication of
fiche orders, abstracting and updating the automated
cadastral survey index).

Should this function be noved to the State Offices, and if

so, what should be the transition time?

If the function is to remain at NARSC, do you have any
suggestions regardi ng fundi ng options - such as base
fundi ng, cost recovery, fee for service etc.?

Shoul d BLM conti nue using mcrofiche technology or nove to
optical scanning or another format? (If there is interest

I n noving to another format woul d you please identify a
vol unteer or representative for a study group).

Do you have any ot her suggestion, ideas, or conmments?



